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THE TUDOR CHILD
Clothing and Culture 1485 to 1625

FAT GOOSE PRESS is pleased to announce the publication of a new book offering a detailed insight into children’s 
clothing in the Tudor era. It investigates how children were viewed by adults and the ways in which clothing 
indicated their age and place in society. The foreword is by bestselling historian and novelist Alison Weir.

Garments marking stages in a child’s life are clearly explained and beautifully illustrated - from the biggins 
and swaddling bands of an infant’s first wardrobe to the coat provided for a newly apprenticed boy and the 
first gown for a growing girl. The book describes how a Tudor child’s progression from infant to toddler and 
from youth to adolescent is demonstrated through clothes and accessories.

The book uses previously unpublished analysis of sixteenth century material to shed light on the dress and 
social context of children from the late medieval period to the dawning of the Jacobean age. It explores issues 
such as swaddling, differentiation between girls and boys wearing skirts, the common reuse of adult clothing 
for children at all ranks of society, and identifies accessories which marked maturity for youths of both sexes.

Ninya Mikhaila’s original sewing patterns provide clear guidance for recreating 12 complete sets of clothes 
with headwear. There are instructions for toddlers’ shoes and several knitted items, including babywear and 
a schoolboy’s cap. Each is based on collaborative study of specific extant garments. The instructions are 
complemented by explanatory diagrams showing useful techniques and helpful tips.

The Tudor Tailor’s books are essential resources for costume and social historians, educators, interpreters, 
reenactors, art historians and Tudor enthusiasts. 

The Tudor Child - release date March 2013; pre-orders accepted
Please visit www.tudortailor.com - rrp £30 plus P&P

Fat Goose Press, Millstones, Tilthams Green, Godalming GU7 3BT United Kingdom
Cover photograph by Adam Shaw

This revealing new work is based on:

  • Comprehensive study of a range of documentary sources, including   
   household accounts, childcare manuals, inventories and wills;
  • Careful analysis of more than 1,000 pictorial sources, including portraits, 
   effigies, brasses and woodcuts; and 
  • Expert examination of archaeological artefacts, including garments from 
    Great Britain, the Netherlands and Germany

www.tudortailor.com

The Tudor Child features:

• 160 pages with colour illustrations throughout
• Detailed line drawings and diagrams by Michael Perry
• Sumptuous full-colour photographs of reconstructed garments
• 40 sewing patterns and knitting instructions for garments and headwear
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