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WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF KING HENRY VIII AT THE VYNE
VISIT THIS TUDOR ‘POWER HOUSE’ IN THE 

500TH ANNIVERSARY OF A LEGENDARY MONARCH

2009 marks the anniversary of the accession to the throne of our most famous king – Henry VIII. Although many houses lay claims to tenuous links with this great monarch, one property in Hampshire was part of his life for almost 30 years.

The Vyne near Basingstoke, created by Henry’s Lord Chamberlain, William 1st Lord Sandys, was visited no less than three times by the king, and contains surviving examples of rare and exquisite Tudor interiors.
At the time of his first visit in 1510, Henry VIII was married to Catherine of Aragon.  This is reflected in the Tudor Gothic Chapel, which includes images of both Henry and Catherine in the Renaissance stained glass, described as having a brilliance of colour and jewel-like clarity unmatched in England.  Exquisite Flemish tiles and elaborately carved woodwork feature an array of unusual characters and images. 
King Henry visited The Vyne on two more occasions, in 1531 and 1535, on the second of these visits bringing his new queen, Anne Boleyn.  The richly carved Oak Gallery, encased in decorative linen-fold panelling, is from this period, and originally separated the king’s and queen’s chambers.  
Further evidence of The Vyne’s Tudor past can be seen in the gardens. The low mellow-bricked building which now forms the property’s restaurant was originally the brew house for the estate and still retains part of its 16th-century roof.  
Early Spring is the perfect time to visit The Vyne, when the gardens are covered in delicate shades of yellow and blue from daffodils, crocuses and forget-me-nots. The surrounding meadows, fields and woodland offer tranquil walks, bird-spotting opportunities, and the chance to ‘get away from it all’.

The restoration of the Walled Garden continues, and much of the produce from the reinstated vegetable plots finds its way into delicious seasonal recipes served in the Brewhouse Restaurant. Organic lamb from the estate’s local tenant farmer is also featuring on the restaurant’s menu.
The Vyne opens on 14 March, 1-5pm, excluding Thursdays and Fridays.

Tudor Weekend Sat 17 & Sun 18 October 2009

2009 is the 500th anniversary of the accession of Henry VIII to the throne.  To commemorate the reign of arguably one of the best known English Kings, members of the Hungerford Household will bring to life Tudor characters of his reign at The Vyne.  Join us as we invite you to meet the Tudors of Henry VIII’s time on 17th and 18th October 2009.

Opening Times – 11am to 4pm

Usual admission applies

No booking required

For further information, and for details of other activities call The Vyne on 01256 883858 or visit  http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-findaplace/w-thevyne.htm
